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Introduction 
Ensuring safe access and egress from a workplace during snowy and 
icy conditions is a critical health and safety responsibility for 
organisations. If safe access and egress cannot be maintained 
consideration must be given to close the site. Here are the key points 
to consider: 

Legal Responsibilities- 

1. Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974: Employers must 
ensure, as far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety, 
and welfare of all employees at work. 

2. Occupiers’ Liability Act: Property owners have a duty of care to 
maintain safe access for visitors, which includes taking 
reasonable steps to clear ice or snow from access ways. 

Local Responsibility - 

Managing snow and ice in access and egress routes i.e. pathways; 
roadways; entrances and exits during adverse weather conditions is 
crucial to ensure the safety of employees, US members, site visitors, 
contactors and members of the public.  

The assessment must be made available to employees or contractors 
managing snow and ice in pedestrian and vehicular routes during 
adverse weather conditions. 

This risk assessment outlines the potential hazards, evaluates the 
risks, and provides control measures to mitigate these risks. It also 
includes procedures for handling equipment heavy grit/salt bags, 
which are essential for maintaining safe surfaces. 
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001 Snow and ice accumulation. 
Trips, slips and falls. 
Fractures. 
Sprains and strains. 

Employees 
Caretakes 
Gound staff 
Site Visitors 
Pedestrians 

Regularly clear snow and ice. 
Apply salt/grit to surfaces. 
Use appropriate signage to 
warn of slippery conditions. 

4 4 16 H If unmanageable consider 
closing the site. 

4 1 4 
L 

002 Handling heavy grit/salt bags, 
hand tools and equipment. 
Muscular skeletal injuries. 
Manual handling hazards. 
Unused to physical work. 

Employees 
Caretakes 
Gound staff 
Site Visitors 
Pedestrians 

Provide manual handling 
training. 
 Use mechanical aids e.g., 
trolleys and grit spreaders 
and training. 
 Ensure team lifting for heavy 
loads. 

4 4 16 H Provide PPE – e.g. hats, 
gloves; boots. Hi-vis. 

3 2 6 
M 

003 Reduced visibility 
Vehicle collision with people 
or other vehicles. 

Employees 
Caretakes 
Gound staff 
Site Visitors 
Pedestrians 

Ensure adequate lighting. 
Use high-visibility clothing. 
Implement traffic 
management plans, cones 
etc. 

3 4 12 H In severe, unmanageable 
conditions consider closing 
the site. 

4 1 4 
L 

004 Cold temperatures 
Hypothermia, frostbite. 
Dehydration. 
Improper clothing / footwear. 

Employees 
Caretakes 
Gound staff 
Site Visitors 
Pedestrians 

Provide appropriate PPE 
(gloves, hats, thermal 
clothing). 

3 2 6 M Monitor weather conditions 
and adjust work schedules 
accordingly. 

2 2 4 
L 
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Schedule regular breaks in 
warm areas. Provide hot 
drinks. 
 

 


