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Introduction 

This risk assessment addresses the potential hazards associated with 
slips, trips, and falls within our synagogue settings. It aims to identify, 
evaluate, and mitigate risks to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
those attending our sites. This document has been prepared in 
accordance with current legislation, including the Health and Safety at 
Work etc. Act 1974 and the Management of Health and Safety at Work 
Regulations 1999, and other relevant statutory instruments. 

 

Slips, trips, and falls are among the most common causes of 
workplace injuries, often resulting in significant harm. By 
implementing effective preventive and protective measures, we can 
reduce the likelihood of such incidents and promote a safer 
environment. This assessment will be reviewed regularly and updated 
as necessary to reflect any changes in settings or operations. 

01 Weather Conditions: 
Snow and icy conditions have 
the potential to cause slips, 
trips and falls. 
 
Additionally Shovelling snow 
has the potential to cause 
musculoskeletal issues, bad 
back etc. 

Employees, 
Volunteers, 
Members. 
The Public. 
Vulnerable 
People, 
Contractors 

Make arrangements to grit 
footpaths when snow or 
ice is forecast. 
 
 
Remove minimum 
amounts of snowfall to 
maintain safe access and 
egress. 

4 3 12 H If snow cannot be cleared or 
ice gritted -without mitigating 
risk to personnel- allowing 
safe access or egress to the 
premises, measures must be 
taken to close the site and 
inform all potential 
attendees. 
 

3 2 6 
M 
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Clearing the public highway 
and footpaths improperly by 
obstructing clear passage has 
the potential of causing harm 
to members of the public. 

 
Only clear absolute minimum 
to ensure safe access and 
egress to the site. 

Ensure good stock of grit / 
salt is available on site during 
the winter months. 

02 Insecure  Floor Covering: 
Potential for slips, trips and 
falls on loose, insecure 
carpeting, floor covering  or 
matting. 
 
Those with mobility difficulties 
using walking aids – e.g. 
frames, sticks, crutches, have 
the potential of catching in 
loose carpet or flooring and 
could cause a slip, trip or fall, 
resulting in injury. 

All as above 
 

Securely fix -down all types of 
floor coverings  and entrance 
matting. 

3 3 9 M Regularly inspect all floor 
surfaces and coverings. 
 
Particular focus on 
vulnerable individuals and 
users of walking aids. 

2 1 2 
L 
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03 External 
Potential for a slip, trip or fall 
where the ground is uneven or 
potholed and/or lighting is 
poor. 
 
Additional slip, trip and fall 
potentials from unmaintained 
steps and stairs. 
 
All may result in injury to 
people, damage to vehicles 
and property. 

All as above Repair all external potholes, 
uneven surfaces, and 
handrails. 
 
Provide barriers to indicate 
potential slip, trip, and fall 
hazards.   
 
Paint surfaces with 
contrasting colour to indicate 
changes in level. 
 
Monitor and maintain quality 
of external lighting. 

3 3 9 M Ensure all lighting is suitable 
and sufficient and in good 
working order throughout.  
 
Ensure lighting does not 
throw areas into deep 
shadow, particularly by level 
changes / steps. 

2 2 4 
L 

04 Steps, Stairs and Ramps: 
Steps, stairs and steep paths / 
passageways without suitable 
handrails, nosings or 
contrasting edges and floor 

All as above Provide suitable handrails for 
steps, stairs, and steep 
paths.   
 

3 3 9 M Check for loose carpeting 
and repair. 
 
Check for insecure nosings 
and repair. 
 

2 1 2 
L 
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markings along with loose 
carpets and carpet fittings.  
All have the potential to cause 
trips, slips and falls which may 
result in significant injuries. 

Frequently check all 
handrails remain securely 
fitted. 
 
Provide contrasting edge 
paint.  

05 Wet Floors: 
Poor housekeeping, slippery 
surfaces, wet floors, and 
spillages all have the potential 
to cause slips, trips and falls 
resulting in significant injury. 

All as above Robust cleaning regimes. 
 

Provide and use “A”-Frame 
wet floor signs. 
 
Mop-up spills immediately. 

3 3 9 M Ensure areas which become 
wet frequently are monitored 
and dealt with without delay. 

2 1 2 
L 

06 Maintenance Work: 
All cases where repairs, 
maintenance or remedial work 
is required or is being 
undertaken, and debris, tools 
or equipment are left around, 
there is a potential for trips, 
slips and falls. 

All as above Access must be made safe 
until or whilst proper repairs 
are carried out. 
 
Cordon off the area.  
 
Use appropriate signage. 

3 3 9 M Clearly sign areas where 
work is being conducted as 
“No access to unauthorised 
personnel” 
 
Facilities for those with 
disabilities must be 
maintained without delay. 

2 2 4 
L 
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07 Lighting & Emergency Lighting: 
Poorly lit or broken lighting has 
the potential to cause a slip, 
trip or fall. 
 
Particular hazard in irregularly 
used escape routes. 
 

All as above Provide adequate or 
enhanced lighting for internal 
and external areas. Check 
and change all blown bulbs. 
 
Regularly check, monitor and 
maintain all internal and 
external areas for suitable 
lighting.  
 
Emergency lighting must be 
tested monthly and batteries 
discharged annually. 

3 2 6 M Ensure lighting and 
emergency lighting is suitable 
and sufficient and in good 
working order throughout. 
 
Test monthly and log tests. 
Check lighting does not throw 
areas, particularly by stairs / 
steps into deep shadow. 

2 1 2 
L 

08 Internal Change in Level: 
Potential for a slip, trip or fall 
where floor levels change, are 
ramped or damaged or where 
surfaces are uneven. 

All as above Repair all internal flooring 
and uneven surfaces. 
 
Highlight / sign unexpected 
changes or variations in floor 
levels 
 

3 2 6 M Provide barriers, signage or 
cones to indicate the 
potential slip, trip, fall 
hazard. 
 
Apply contrasting colour to 
indicate hazards. 

2 1 2 
L 
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09 General: 
Wear and tear whether in 
regularly or irregularly used 
areas is inevitable. 
 
Unseen or poorly maintained 
internal floor surfaces or 
external areas have the 
potential to cause trips, slips 
and falls in all areas 
 
Dripping downpipes or gutters, 
blocked drains or surface 
water all have the potential to 
cause slips, trips and falls – 
particularly in very cold 
weather. 
 

All as above Inspect floors, walkways and 
other access routes 
continually. 
 
Check paving slabs are even. 
Record the finding of all 
inspections undertaken.  
 
Ensure records are dated and 
signed by those who 
complete them. 
 
Take appropriate action. 

3 2 6 M Establish / implement the 
Caretaker Checklist to 
ensure regular monitoring is 
taking place. 

2 1 2 
L 
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10 Wet Floors: 
Potential for slipping and 
falling when raining and floors 
in entrances are wet. 
Includes mud on footwear and 
water on coats and umbrellas.  

All as above Provide suitable entrance 
matting. 
 
Provide and use “A-Frame” 
wet floor hazard signs.  
 
Provide umbrella stands. 

2 3 6 M Ensure good housekeeping  
standards are maintained.  

2 2 4 
L 

11 Damaged Floor Coverings: 
Potential for slips, trips and 
falls on worn or damaged 
carpeting, floor covering or 
matting. 

All as above Replace, repair or remove 
worn or damaged flooring or 
floor coverings. 

2 2 4 L Regularly inspect all floor 
coverings and take action as 
required. 

2 1 2 
L 

12 Obstructions: 
Any items i.e. furniture, 
equipment and clutter stored 
or abandoned in walkways, 
passageways, escape routes, 
fire doors and doorways could 
obstruct safe emergency  

All as above Remove all items such as 
furniture, equipment, clutter 
and all other obstructions 
from walkways, gangways, 
passageways, exit routes and 
escape doors, both internally 
and externally. 
 

2 3 6 M Secure items to be stored 
away from passageways and 
exit routes. 
 
Dispose of clutter and 
unwanted items. 

2 1 2 
L 
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escape from the site, resulting 
in trips, slips and falls. 
 
There is a potential to impede 
safe exit from the building and 
cause a slip, trip and fall. 

Ensure all emergency escape 
doors operate freely. 

13 Cables: 
Trailing, worn or damaged 
electrical cables and / or 
extension cables, have the 
potential to cause a slip, trip or 
fall. 
 
Includes cable-ties and 
package strapping. 
 

All as above Ensure all cables are fixed 
securely. Use contrasting 
colour “cable tidy” 
accessories. Hazard tape 
could be applied for 
temporarily securing trip 
hazards. 
 
PAT test and remove all 
damaged items.  
 

3 1 3 L Avoid the use of trailing 
electrical leads 

2 1 2 
L 
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14 Manual Handling: 
Carrying large items may 
obstruct visibility, increasing 
the potential to trip over 
unseen obstacles. 
 
Additionally, being unfamiliar 
with the layout of the site has 
the potential to cause a slip, 
trip or fall.  
 

All as above Use a trolley when carrying a 
large item  
 
Always check out the path 
that needs to be taken in 
advance. 
 

3 2 6 M Continually monitor 
housekeeping standards to 
ensure passage remains 
clear. 
 
See separate Manual 
Handling Risk Assessment. 

2 1 2 
L 
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Safe Working Practices for Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls. 

This working practices document is based on the risk assessment to prevent or mitigate slips, 
trips, and falls. This document is intended for use by site managers, administrators, caretakers, 
and volunteers. 

Introduction 

This document outlines safe working practices to prevent slips, trips, and falls within our 
organisation. It is designed to ensure the safety and well-being of all employees, volunteers, 
contractors, and visitors. Adherence to these guidelines will help maintain a safer environment. 

1. Weather Conditions 
Hazard: Snow and icy conditions. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Grit footpaths when snow or ice is forecast. 
o Remove minimal amounts of snowfall to maintain safe access and egress. 
o Close the site if snow cannot be cleared or ice gritted safely. 
o Ensure a good stock of grit/salt is available on-site during winter months. 

 
2. Insecure Floor Covering 
Hazard: Loose, insecure carpeting, floor covering, or matting. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Securely fix down all types of floor coverings and entrance matting. 
o Regularly inspect all floor coverings, with particular focus on vulnerable 

individuals and users of walking aids. 
o Replace all worn or torn floor coverings. 

 
3. External Areas 
Hazard: Uneven or potholed ground and poor lighting. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Repair all external potholes and uneven surfaces. 
o Provide barriers to indicate potential slip, trip, and fall hazards. 
o Paint surfaces with contrasting colours to indicate changes in level. 
o Ensure all lighting is suitable, sufficient, and in good working order. 

 
4. Steps, Stairs, and Ramps 
Hazard: Steps, stairs, and steep paths without suitable or damaged handrails or markings. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Provide suitable handrails for steps, stairs, and steep paths. 
o Frequently check that all handrails remain securely fitted. 
o Apply contrasting edge paint to indicate changes in level. 
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5. Wet Floors 
Hazard: Slippery surfaces, wet floors, and spillages. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Implement robust cleaning regimes. 
o Use “A”-Frame wet floor signs. 
o Mop up spills immediately. 
o Monitor and address areas that become wet continually without delay. 

 
6. Maintenance Work 
Hazard: Debris, tools, or equipment left around during repairs or maintenance. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Make access safe until proper repairs can be carried out. 
o Cordon off the area and use appropriate signage. 
o Clearly sign areas where work is being conducted as “No access to 

unauthorised personnel”. 
 
7. Lighting & Emergency Lighting 
Hazard: Poorly lit or broken lighting. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Provide adequate lighting for internal and external areas. 
o Regularly check, monitor, and maintain all lighting. 
o Test emergency lighting monthly and discharge batteries annually. 

 
8. Internal Changes in Level 
Hazard: Changes in flooring levels, ramps, or damaged surfaces. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Repair all internal flooring and uneven surfaces. 
o Highlight or sign unexpected changes or variations in floor levels. 
o Provide barriers, signage or cones to indicate potential hazards. 

 
9. General Wear and Tear 
Hazard: Unseen or unmaintained internal floor surfaces and external areas. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Continually inspect floors, walkways, and other access routes. 
o Check paving slabs are even. 
o Record the findings of all inspections and take appropriate action. 

 
10. Wet Entrances 
Hazard: Wet floors in entrances due to rain, mud, or water on coats and umbrellas. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Provide suitable entrance matting. 
o Use “A-Frame” wet floor hazard signs. 
o Provide umbrella stands. 
o Maintain good housekeeping standards. 
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11. Damaged Floor Coverings 
Hazard: Worn or damaged carpeting, floor covering, or matting. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Replace, repair, or remove worn or damaged flooring or coverings. 
o Regularly inspect all floor coverings and take action as required. 

 
12. Obstructions 
Hazard: Items stored or abandoned in walkways, passageways, escape routes, fire doors, and 
doorways. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Remove all obstructions from walkways, gangways, passageways, exit routes, 

and escape doors. 
o Ensure all emergency escape doors operate freely. 
o Secure items away from passageways and exit routes. 
o Dispose of clutter and unwanted items. 
 

13. Cables 
Hazard: Trailing, worn, or damaged electrical cables and extension cables. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Ensure all cables are fixed securely. 
o Use contrasting colour “cable tidy” accessories. 
o Apply hazard tape for temporarily securing trip hazards. 
o PAT test and remove all damaged items. 
o Avoid the use of trailing electrical leads. 

 
14. Manual Handling 
Hazard: Carrying large items that obstruct vision. 

• Preventive Measures: 
o Use a trolley when carrying large items. 
o Check the path to be taken in advance. 
o Continually monitor housekeeping standards to ensure passage remains clear. 

 
Conclusion 

By following these safe working practices, we can significantly reduce the risk of slips, trips, 
and falls within our organisation. Regular monitoring, maintenance, and adherence to these 
guidelines is essential to ensure a safe working environment for everyone. 
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