WELCOME TO
BUSHEY OLD CEMETERY
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One of the responsibilities of a Cohen is not to come
into contact with a dead person, unless he is attending
the funeral of wife, parent, child, brother or unmarried
sister. He may not be in the same room as a dead
person. He may not be under the same canopy as

a dead person. This includes the scenario where he is
under a tree whose branches are also over a grave.

He may not approach within 4 cubits (6’3" or 1.92m)
of a grave. If there is a minimal wall 10 tefachim high
(32" or 80cm) or “Eruv”, he can approach up to

4 tefachim (13" or 32cm) of a grave.

In order to facilitate attendance of Cohanim at the
cemetery we have provided resources to maximise,
wherever practicable, the opportunities for Cohanim
to visit the graves of loved ones.

Hall for Cohanim

This is adjacent to the regular prayer hall but not under
the same roof, and Cohanim will be able to follow the
service from there.

Graves for Cohanim
These are normally adjacent to a path, making it easier
for a Cohen to visit a grave.

The paths of the cemetery are of different widths. To
make it possible for a Cohen to visit different parts of

the cemetery, away from the outer perimeters, we have

marked out a number of the paths of the cemetery
with yellow lines.

The key to these lines is as follows:

Where there is a yellow line going down the middle
of a path, if a Cohen walks along the yellow line, he
will be further than 4 cubits (6" 3" or 1.92m) from the
graves on either side.

In other parts of the cemetery, we have put up an
“Eruv” construction, consisting of two vertical poles
with a wire between them. This constitutes a notional
wall and enables a Cohen to come up to 4 tefachim
(13" or 32cm) of a grave. If a Cohen walks along the
yellow line, he will be the correct distance from

the graves.

If there is no yellow line, then the path is not suitable
for a Cohen to walk down.

A map showing the sections with the yellow lines, is
printed on the back.

A Cohen may not walk under a tree that is also over

a grave. We take care to trim trees regularly. However,
if you notice that a tree is over a grave and is also over
a Cohen path, please inform the office.

Note: The dimensions in these guidelines follow

the halachic opinion of R' Chaim Nae. There are other
halachic opinions and a Cohen who wishes to follow
these views may choose not to make use of the yellow
line facility.



