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THE UNITED 
SYNAGOGUE 
GUIDE TO 
SHAIMOT 

To arrange for your Shaimot to be 
disposed of appropriately, 
please contact your local community.
For contact details please go to 
THEUS.ORG.UK/COMMUNITIES



As the People of the Book, we have a historic reverence for 

all our holy books. When our Sefarim (holy books) become 

worn out, we are required to dispose of them respectfully, 

with burial rather than discarding them as rubbish.

 

With the proliferation of printed material for study such as 

weekly divrei Torah sheets, source sheets for shiurim etc., 

the amount of potential material for burial has grown 

enormously.

At the same time, we have become more conscious of 

our environment, and if recycling is a possibility, we 

should make use of it wherever possible.

The categories below offer guidance in key areas. If you 

have further queries, please consult your local rabbi or 

the Burial Society.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE SHAIMOT AND REQUIRE BURIAL

Megillah, megillah cover or case

Mezuzah, mezuzah case

Tefillin parshiyot (parchment), tefillin boxes and straps, 

tefillin bag

NOTE: An outer plastic cover for the tefillin bag does not 

require Shaimot disposal 

Chumash, siddur, Sefer Tehillim (Psalms), and any other 

printed scripture or pages thereof

Bentcher, Zemirot books, Yizkor books (pages of names 

are not Shaimot and should be removed) 

Printouts of a siddur or scripture with God's Name 

written in full in Hebrew

Printed sefarim or pages from sefarim

NOTE: A sefer printed in English or any other language 

acquires sanctity. A non-Torah work printed in Hebrew is 

not Shaimot

PAPER RECYCLING

Other items can be placed in paper recycling, such as:

Jewish newspapers and magazines with divrei Torah

Weekly sidra sheets, including Daf HaShavua

Chumash worksheets, Jewish studies workbooks

Invitations with pesukim

Photocopies of sefarim without God's Name written in full

NOTE: If recycling is not available, double-wrap and place 

in a regular bin

TALLIT AND TZITZIT

If these have worn out or torn, ideally, remove the tzitzit 

threads from the garments. Both components can then be 

placed in fabric recycling.

NOTE:  If recycling is not available, double-wrap and place 

in a regular bin

SYNAGOGUE APPURTENANCES

Please contact the Burial Society for the disposal of items 

such as: Sefer Torah, Sefer Torah cover, Aron HaKodesh, 

Parochet Bima, Bima cover

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

There is no sanctity attached to digital forms of prayers or 

texts, and they can be disposed of in an environmentally 

suitable way 
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