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Revised Risk 

S L R 
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Introduction 

This risk assessment has been conducted to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all participants at a community event featuring bonfires.  

In accordance with current UK legislation, including the Health and 
Safety at Work Act 1974, the Regulatory (Fire Safety) Reform Order 
2005 and the Environmental Protection Act 1990, it is essential to 
manage bonfires responsibly to prevent harm to people, property, and 
the environment.  

This document identifies the key risks associated with bonfires, 
evaluates their severity and likelihood, and outlines control measures 
to mitigate these risks effectively. By adhering to legal requirements  

 

and implementing the recommended control measures, we aim to 
create a safe environment where the community can enjoy the event 
without compromising on safety. 

This assessment will serve as a guide for organisers, volunteers, and 
participants to understand the potential dangers and the steps 
necessary to minimise them. Through proactive planning and vigilant 
supervision, we can ensure a successful and incident-free event. 

Children who are attending without their parents must be supervised 
according to United Synagogue Safeguarding Procedures refer to 
safeguarding@theus.org.uk 

01 Fire Spread 
Uncontrolled fire leading to 
property damage, injuries, or 
fatalities. 

Employees, 
volunteers, 
participants 
vulnerable 
people, 

The fire should be prepared 
and lit by responsible adults  
 

5 2 10 M Make one capable person 
responsible for the bonfire, 
from early planning to final 
clearing up. 

3 1 3 
L 

mailto:safeguarding@theus.org.uk
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Unsuitable location, too near 
buildings or temporary 
structures, too near trees, 
overhanging branches, uneven 
ground. 
 
Irresponsible use and storage 
of accelerants e.g. petrol. 

children, 
animals 

Build the bonfire away from 
houses, garages, sheds, 
fences and trees (check for 
cables above the bonfire) 
 
Establish a clear perimeter 
around the bonfire, at least 5 
metres from any structures 
or flammable materials 
 
Keep water, sand and 
suitable fire extinguishers 
readily available 
 
Keep the bonfire to a 
manageable size to prevent it 
from becoming 
uncontrollable 

 
Ensure that the site is large 
and safe enough to 
accommodate the number of 
anticipated participants 
 
Use a designated fire pit or 
build a fire ring with non-
combustible materials like 
rocks 
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02 Burns and Injuries 
Participants getting burned or 
injured by the fire. 

All as above Before, lighting the fire, 
check that no children are 
playing in the vicinity.   
 
Designate a safety zone 
around the bonfire and 
ensure it is supervised by 
trained personnel 
 
Provide first aid kits and have 
trained first aiders on site 
 
Use only appropriate 
materials to start the fire (e.g. 
paper, firelighters) and avoid 
accelerants, such as petrol 
or paraffin 

4 2 8 M Have competent adults to 
continuously monitor the 
bonfire site 
 

3 1 3 
L 

L 
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03 Smoke Inhalation 
Respiratory issues for 
participants, especially those 
with pre-existing conditions, 
such as asthma 

All as above Position the bonfire so that 
smoke blows away from the 
crowd 
 
Advise participants with 
respiratory issues to stay at a 
safe distance. 

3 2 6 M Use barriers, cones or ropes 
to keep spectators at a safe 
distance 
 
Only burn dry material - not 
damp, which causes more 
smoke 
 

2 1 2 
L 

04 Adverse Weather Conditions 
High winds can make it 
difficult to control bonfires as 
they can carry embers and 
sparks far from the fire, 
potentially igniting unintended 
areas 

 Monitor weather conditions 
prior to the event and avoid 
lighting bonfires on windy 
days. 
 
Be prepared to cancel the 
bonfire if conditions become 
unsafe (e.g. high winds) 

3 2 6 M Have a contingency plan in 
place in case of adverse 
weather. 

2 1 2 
L 
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05 Trip and Fall Hazards 
Injuries from tripping over 
firewood, equipment, loose 
cables or uneven ground. 

All as above Clear the area around the 
bonfire of any obstacles 
 
Have competent adults to 
continuously monitor the 
bonfire site 

2 2 4 L Ensure adequate lighting 
around the bonfire area 
 
 

2  1 2 
L 

06 Explosions / Toxic Fumes 
Explosions or fumes from 
inappropriate materials (e.g. 
aerosols, canisters, tyres  or 
anything containing foam or 
paint ) in the bonfire. 
 
Materials producing light ash 
which could blow about, such 
as corrugated cardboard, are 
unsuitable for burning. 

All as above Educate participants on what 
materials are safe to burn. 

1.  
2. Remove any rubbish from the 

bonfire area in advance so 
there is nothing that can be 
thrown onto the fire on the 
night 

3 1 3 L Participants should be 
monitored to ensure nothing 
inappropriate is thrown onto 
the fire. Larking around is of 
particular concern 

2 1 2 
L 
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07 Environmental Damage 
Damage to surrounding 
vegetation and wildlife 

Wildlife and 
vegetation 

Choose a location away from 
sensitive vegetation and 
wildlife habitats 
 
Ensure the bonfire is 
completely extinguished 
before leaving the site. Use 
water, sand, or a fire 
extinguisher 
 
Conduct a thorough 
inspection of the site to 
ensure no embers or hot 
spots remain 

2 2 4 L Clean up thoroughly after the 
event to remove any debris 
 
A responsible individual 
should remain on site until 
the fire is completely 
extinguished 
 
Advise neighbours and 
ensure pets are kept indoors. 

1 1 1 
L 

08 Legal and Regulatory Non-
Compliance  
Arranging a bonfire in a public 
area could result in fines, legal 

Organisers Ensure you have all 
necessary permission / 
permits from local 
authorities 
 

3 1 4 L Permits should be arranged 
well in advance of the event. 

1 1 1 
L 
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action, and the potential 
cancellation of the event.  

The council can advise  
regarding safety, 
environmental impact, and 
public nuisance 

09 Bonfires in a Private Garden 
or US Property 
Smaller spaces are a potential 
risk due to lack of space for 
participants to move around 
safely. 
 
Increased risk of fire spreading 
to nearby buildings, vehicles, 
and other structures. 
 
Difficulty in accessing the site 
for emergency services and 
participants. 
 

Employees,  
volunteers, 
participants 
vulnerable 
people, 
children 

Limit the number of 
participants to ensure safe 
distances can be maintained. 
 
Ensure the bonfire is located 
at least 5 meters away from 
any buildings, vehicles, or 
other flammable structures. 
 
Establish a clear perimeter 
around the bonfire to prevent 
accidental spread. 
 
Ensure clear and 
unobstructed pathways for 

4 2 8 M Make sure neighbours are 
informed in advance of the 
event. 
 
Ask car owners to remove 
their cars from the carpark. 
 
Use barriers or markers to 
designate safe zones and 
keep participants at a safe 
distance from the fire. 
 
Choose a location that 
minimizes the impact on 

2 2 4 
L 
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Increased risk of trips and falls 
due to uneven or slippery 
surfaces. 
 
Potential damage to garden 
vegetation or car park 
surfaces. 

emergency services and 
participants. 
 
Designate specific entry and 
exit points and keep them 
free from obstacles. 
 
Clear the area around the 
bonfire of any obstacles and 
ensure it is well-lit. 
 
Use non-slip mats or 
coverings on slippery 
surfaces to reduce the risk of 
falls. 
 
Ensure the bonfire is 
completely extinguished 

garden vegetation or car park 
surfaces. 
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before leaving the site and 
clean up any debris. 

10 Inadequate Emergency 
Response 
Delayed medical aid; 
Property damage  
 
No phone signal 

Employees,  
volunteers, 
participants 
vulnerable 
people, 
children 

Develop and communicate 
an emergency plan, including 
evacuation routes and 
emergency contact numbers 
 
Check for phone signal within 
the area prior to the event 

4 2 8 M Emergency plans must be 
prepared and communicated 
in advance of the event 
 
Ensure all responsible adults 
are aware of the full address 
and postcode of the site 

3 1 3 
L 

11 Safeguarding 
Young or vulnerable people 
attending without competent 
supervision 

Children, 
vulnerable 
people 

All staff / volunteers 
responsible for children must 
have a valid United 
Synagogue enhanced DBS 
certificate and ideally have 
completed safeguarding 
training. 
 

    Contact 
safeguarding@theus.org.uk 
for further guidance 
 

   

mailto:safeguarding@theus.org.uk
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Ensure compliance with 
recommended child-adult 
ratios for the specific age 
group. 



  

 

Communal Bonfire Events Safe Working Practices Page 11 of 12 

 

 

 

 

Safe Working Practices for Communal Bonfire Events 

Introduction 

This document outlines essential safe working practices for community bonfire 
events. By adhering to these guidelines, organisers aim to ensure the safety and well-
being of all participants. From fire management and environmental protection to 
safeguarding and emergency response, these practices are designed to create a 
secure and enjoyable environment.  

Preparation and Setup  
• Ensure the bonfire is built away from houses, garages, sheds, fences, and 

trees. Check for overhead cables. 
• Establish a clear perimeter around the bonfire, at least 5 metres from any 

structures or flammable materials. 
• Use a designated fire pit or build a fire ring with non-combustible materials like 

rocks. 
• Keep water, sand, and suitable fire extinguishers readily available. A dry 

powder extinguisher would be the most appropriate to have handy. 
Supervision and Monitoring 

• The bonfire should be prepared and lit by responsible adults. 
• Designate a capable person to be responsible for the bonfire from early 

planning to final clearing up. 
• Ensure competent adults continuously monitor the bonfire site. 
• Designate a safety zone around the bonfire and ensure it is supervised by 

trained personnel. 
Fire Management 

• Keep the bonfire to a manageable size to prevent it from becoming 
uncontrollable. 

• Use only appropriate materials to start the fire (e.g., paper, firelighters) and 
avoid accelerants like petrol or paraffin. 

• Educate participants on what materials are safe to burn and remove any 
rubbish from the bonfire area in advance. 

First Aid and Emergency Response 
• Provide first aid kits and have trained first aiders on site. 
• Develop and communicate an emergency plan, including evacuation routes 

and emergency contact numbers. 
• Ensure all responsible adults know of the full site address and postcode. 
• Check for phone signal within the area prior to the event. 

Weather Considerations 
• Monitor weather conditions prior to the event and avoid lighting bonfires on 

windy days. 
• Be prepared to cancel the bonfire if conditions become unsafe (e.g., high 

winds). 
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• Have a contingency plan in place in case of adverse weather. 
Environmental Protection 

• Choose a location away from sensitive vegetation and wildlife habitats. 
• Ensure the bonfire is completely extinguished before leaving the site. Use 

water, sand, or a fire extinguisher. 
• Thoroughly inspect of the site to ensure no embers or hot spots remain. 
• Clean up thoroughly after the event to remove any debris. 

Bonfires in a Private Garden or US Property:  
• Limit the number of participants to ensure safe distances can be maintained. 
• Ensure the bonfire is located at least 5 meters away from any buildings, 

vehicles, or other flammable structures. 
• Establish a clear perimeter around the bonfire to prevent accidental spread. 
• Ensure clear and unobstructed pathways for emergency services and 

participants. 
• Designate specific entry and exit points and keep them free from obstacles. 
• Clear the area around the bonfire of any obstacles and ensure it is well-lit. 
• Use non-slip mats or coverings on slippery surfaces to reduce the risk of falls. 
• Ensure the bonfire is completely extinguished before leaving the site and clean 

up any debris. 
Safeguarding: 

• All staff/volunteers responsible for children must have a valid United 
Synagogue enhanced DBS certificate and ideally have completed 
safeguarding training. 

• Ensure compliance with recommended child-adult ratios for specific age 
group 

Smoke and Health Considerations: 
• Position the bonfire so that smoke blows away from the crowd. 
• Advise participants with respiratory issues to stay at a safe distance. 
• Only burn dry material to minimise smoke production. 

Slips, Trip and Fall Hazards: 
• Clear the area around the bonfire of any obstacles. 
• Ensure adequate lighting around the bonfire area. 

Legal and Regulatory Compliance: 
• Bonfires should not be lit in public places without permission from the local 

authority. 
• Obtain any necessary permits or permissions from local authorities well in 

advance of the event. 
• Note - it is illegal to burn treated wood, tyres, plastics, rubber, and oil, as these 

can release harmful pollutants. 
 
These practices aim to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all participants at events 
involving bonfires. 
  
If you have any further questions or need additional information, feel free to contact 
the team on safety@theus.org.uk  

mailto:safety@theus.org.uk

