
  General H&S Risk Assessment 
 

   

 A checklist of Safe Working Practices can be found at the foot of this assessment   
Location / Activities Assessment 

Date:     
18-Dec-2024 

Assessed by: 
 Andrew Brayam for the United 
Synagogue 

Description: 
Bouncy Castles and Inflatable Play 
Equipment 

Assessment No:  Bouncy Castles 
Review Date:  Dec-2025 
or earlier if significant changes  

Ref: 
What has the potential to cause 

harm (hazard)? 

Who or what 
may be 

affected? 

Record any preventative and 
protective measures already in 

place and / or recommend actions. 
S L R 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

What further action could be taken 
to remove or reduce risk? 

Responsible Person to sign-off. 

Revised Risk 

S L R 

 

Key: S = Severity L = Likelihood S x L = R:                               R = Residual Risk Rating or Priority 
 5 – Fatality 5 – Certain 1 – 4 Low Priority. Action required to reduce risk. Time effort & cost proportionate to risk. 
 4 – Major Injury 4 – Very Likely 5-10 Medium Priority. Action required soon to control. Interim measures may be required. 
 3 – Up to three days injury 3 – Likely 11–16 High Priority. Urgent action required. Further resources may be needed. 
 2 – Minor Injury (treatment off site) 2 – May happen 17–25 Very High Priority. Immediate action required. Extra resources likely to be required. 
 1 – Minor Injury (treatment on-site) 1 - Unlikely Page 1 of 8 

 

Introduction 

Organising an event involving a bouncy castle and other inflatables can 
be a fun and engaging way to bring community families together, 
especially for children. However, it also comes with various risks that 
need to be carefully managed.  

This risk assessment aims to identify potential hazards and outline 
measures to ensure the safety of all participants, including children 
with and without parental supervision, at outdoor private or public 
venues. It is important to comply with relevant UK legal requirements, 

such as the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, which requires 
organisers to take reasonable steps to ensure the health and safety of 
all attendees. 

 Additionally, British Standard BS EN 14960 provides safety 
requirements for inflatable play equipment, and the Safeguarding 
Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 outlines measures to protect children and 
vulnerable individuals. 

If hiring equipment ensure the hire company holds adequate public 
liability and product insurance cover and proper handover is given. 

01 Fire hazards 
Faulty electrical equipment 
used to inflate equipment. 
 
Proximity of  flammable 
materials are near the 
inflatables. 

Participants 
(Adults or 
Children); 
Event staff / 
volunteers: 
 

Ensure all electrical 
equipment has been PAT 
tested and certified passed. 
 
Have fire dry powder or CO2 

extinguishers to hand for 
small manageable fires. 

4 3 12 H Continually patrol activity 
and area to ensure 
equipment is running 
correctly without over 
heating and ensure there is 
no build-up of flammable 
clutter or rubbish. 

3 2 6 
M 
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Conducting cooking such as a 
BBQ too close to inflatables 
could result in a fire.   
 
A fire likely to spread quickly. 
 

 
Clear the area of all 
flammables and clutter. 
 
Ensure cooking / food serving 
stations are at safe distance. 

 
 

02 Overcrowding 
Increases Risk of Collisions: 
With too many people inside, 
the chances of bumping into 
each other increase, leading to 
potentially serious injuries. 
 
Difficulty in Movement: 
Overcrowding makes it hard 
for individuals to move safely, 
increasing the likelihood of 
slips, trips and falls. 

All as above Limit the number of children 
waiting or using  the 
inflatables at any one time. 
 
Use barriers / cones and 
signage to manage queues. 
 
Check the manufacturers / 
suppliers recommended 
numbers of participants. 
 
 

4 3 12 H Publicise the number of 
participants that will be 
allowed on the equipment at 
any one time. 
 
Supervisors must be 
informed what to look out for 
rough or wild behaviour and 
to halt the activity if things get 
out of control. 
 

3 2 6 
M 
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Structural Strain -  
Exceeding the recommended 
capacity can put excessive 
strain on the equipment  
potentially causing it to deflate 
or tear. 
 
Age and Size Disparities: 
Mixing different age groups in 
an overcrowded space can be 
dangerous, as older or larger 
children might unintentionally 
hurt smaller ones. 
 
Supervision Challenges:  
It is harder for adults to 
manage the safety of all 

As above control the number 
of participants. 
 
Limit groups to ensure sizes 
and ages go on the 
equipment at the same time. 
Do not mix older with younger 
or bigger with smaller. 
 
 
Ensure the equipment is 
supervised by at least three 
competent adults at all 
times. 

Supervisors must be 
informed that they must not 
be distracted. 
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participants and those waiting 
when the equipment is 
overcrowded. 

03 Falls and injuries 
Children may fall off the 
inflatables, leading to sprains, 
fractures, or head injuries. 
  
Inflatables can become very 
hot in direct sunlight, 
potentially causing burns. 
Regularly check the 
temperature of the surfaces 
and provide shaded areas. 
 
Children can get trapped in the 
seams or gaps of the 
inflatables.  

All as above Ensure inflatables are 
properly secured and 
regularly inspected; provide 
soft landing mats around the 
equipment; supervise 
children closely. 
 
Ensuring soft landing mats 
and proper supervision can 
mitigate these risks. 
 
Regular inspections and 
ensuring the equipment is in 
good condition can prevent 
this. 

3 3 9 M Supervisors must be 
informed what to look out for 
rough or wild behaviour and 
to halt the activity if things get 
out of control. 
 
Supervisors must be 
informed that they must not 
be distracted. 
 
 

3 2 6 
M 
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04 Trip hazards 
Items left on the ground or in 
the vicinity such as - guide 
ropes; extension cables; pegs; 
stakes; loose tools; wires; 
unsecured mats could all 
cause a trip slip of fall 
resulting in a significant injury. 
 

All as above Clear the area of obstacles; 
ensure pathways are well-lit 
and marked. 
 
Continually check the 
surrounding area to ensure it 
remains free from trip 
hazards. 

3 3 9 M All supervisors must be 
instructed to be vigilant and 
look out for trip hazards 
either to take action 
themselves – if safe to do so - 
or to report to the event 
organisers. 
 

3 2 6 
M 

05 Inadequate supervision 
Children may engage in risky 
behaviour, leading to 
collisions, falls, and other 
injuries. 
 

All as above Appoint a responsible adult 
to oversee the activity at all 
times. They should be 
familiar with the equipment's 
safety guidelines. 
 

3 4 12 H Recommend  at least three 
suitably trained / briefed 
supervisors are present.  
 
Three supervisors gives the 
ability to watch the 

2 2 4 
L 
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Unsupervised play can result 
in too many children using the 
equipment at once, increasing 
the risk of accidents. 
 
Rough or improper use can 
damage the inflatable, making 
it unsafe for future use and 
potentially costly to repair. 
Children may use the 
equipment in ways not 
intended by the manufacturer, 
increasing the risk of injury. 
 
Without supervision, there 
would be no one to respond 
quickly in case of an 
emergency, which could 
worsen the situation. 

Establish and enforce strict 
limits on the number of 
children allowed on the 
equipment at one time based 
on its size and design. 
 
Separate play sessions for 
different age groups and 
sizes to reduce the risk of 
collisions and injuries. 
 
Clearly communicate and 
enforce rules such as no 
somersaults, or rough play. 
Post these rules near the 
equipment. 
 
Have a clear emergency plan 
in place, including first aid 

participants, the equipment 
and the onlookers, to rotate 
jobs and if needed go for 
help. 
 
Supervisors should closely 
monitor children at all times, 
ensuring they follow safety 
rules. Do not get distracted. 
Continually provide clear 
safety instructions to parents 
and children. 
 



  General H&S Risk Assessment 
 

   

 A checklist of Safe Working Practices can be found at the foot of this assessment   
Location / Activities Assessment 

Date:     
18-Dec-2024 

Assessed by: 
 Andrew Brayam for the United 
Synagogue 

Description: 
Bouncy Castles and Inflatable Play 
Equipment 

Assessment No:  Bouncy Castles 
Review Date:  Dec-2025 
or earlier if significant changes  

Ref: 
What has the potential to cause 

harm (hazard)? 

Who or what 
may be 

affected? 

Record any preventative and 
protective measures already in 

place and / or recommend actions. 
S L R 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

What further action could be taken 
to remove or reduce risk? 

Responsible Person to sign-off. 

Revised Risk 

S L R 

 

Key: S = Severity L = Likelihood S x L = R:                               R = Residual Risk Rating or Priority 
 5 – Fatality 5 – Certain 1 – 4 Low Priority. Action required to reduce risk. Time effort & cost proportionate to risk. 
 4 – Major Injury 4 – Very Likely 5-10 Medium Priority. Action required soon to control. Interim measures may be required. 
 3 – Up to three days injury 3 – Likely 11–16 High Priority. Urgent action required. Further resources may be needed. 
 2 – Minor Injury (treatment off site) 2 – May happen 17–25 Very High Priority. Immediate action required. Extra resources likely to be required. 
 1 – Minor Injury (treatment on-site) 1 - Unlikely Page 7 of 8 

 

 
Supervision helps ensure 
children take turns and play 
fairly, reducing conflicts and 
potential injuries. 
 
 
 

supplies and knowledge of 
nearby medical facilities. 

 
1. Provide training for 

supervisors on proper 
monitoring techniques, 
safety protocols, and 
emergency response 
procedures. 

06 Weather conditions 
High winds can cause 
inflatables to tumble over 
carrying children inside. 
 
This could result in impact 
with trees, walls, fencing or 
other solid objects. 
 

All as above Monitor weather forecasts; 
have contingency plans for 
adverse weather; ensure the 
site is safe and accessible. 
 
Ensure inflatables are  
properly anchored and 
secured to prevent it from 
tipping over or shifting. 

4 3 12 H Avoid using inflatables in 
adverse weather conditions 
such as high winds, rain, or 
extreme heat. 
 

3 2 6 
M 
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07 Location 
Unsafe location of inflatables 
can cause accidents resulting 
in significant harm to users 
and damage to equipment. 
 
Keep away from trees, 
overhanging branches, walls, 
fencing, car parks, areas of 
water and wildlife. 

All as above Check out the area before 
installation.  
 
Provide appropriate 
supervision. 
 
 

4 3 12 H Follow all the mitigations 
referred to in this 
assessment. 
 
If hiring the equipment 
ensure proper hand over and 
familiarisation is given to 
supervisors. 

3 2 6 
M 

 



  

 
 
Safe Working Practices for Bouncy Castles & Inflatable Play Equipment 

Introduction 

Organising an event involving bouncy castles and other inflatables can be a fun and engaging 
way to bring community families together, especially for children. However, it also comes with 
various risks that need to be carefully managed. This document outlines the safe working 
practices to ensure the safety of all participants, including children with and without parental 
supervision, at outdoor private or public venues. 

Legal Compliance 

• Comply with relevant UK legal requirements, such as the Health and Safety at Work etc. 
Act 1974. 

• Follow British Standard BS EN 14960 for safety requirements for inflatable play 
equipment. 

• Adhere to the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 to protect children and 
vulnerable individuals. 

• Ensure that hired equipment has adequate insurance cover and proper handover is 
given. 

Fire Hazards 

• Ensure all electrical equipment used to inflate the equipment has been PAT tested and 
certified. 

• Keep fire extinguishers (dry powder or CO2) on hand for small manageable fires. 

• Clear the area of all flammables and clutter. 

• Ensure cooking/food serving stations are at a safe distance from the inflatables. 

• Continually patrol the activity area to ensure equipment is running correctly without 
overheating and there is no build-up of flammable clutter or rubbish. 

Overcrowding 

• Limit the number of children waiting or using the inflatables at any one time. 

• Use barriers, cones, and signage to manage queues. 

• Check the manufacturer's/supplier's recommended number of participants. 

• Control the number of participants to ensure same sizes and ages go on the equipment 
at the same time. 

• Ensure the equipment is supervised by at least three competent adults at all times. 

• Display signs showing the number of participants allowed on the equipment at any one 
time. 



  

 
 

• Supervisors must be informed to look out for rough or wild behaviour and to halt the 
activity if things get out of control. 

 

Falls and Injuries 

• Ensure inflatables are properly secured and regularly inspected. 

• Provide soft landing mats around the equipment. 

• Supervise children closely. 

• Regularly check the temperature of the surfaces and provide shaded areas to prevent 
burns. 

Trip Hazards 

• Clear the area of obstacles such as guide ropes, extension cables, pegs, stakes, loose 
tools, wires, and unsecured mats. 

• Ensure pathways and queuing / viewing areas are well-lit and marked. 

• Continually check the surrounding area to ensure it remains free from trip hazards. 

• Instruct supervisors to be vigilant and look out for trip hazards, either to take action 
themselves if safe to do so or to report to the event organisers. 

Inadequate Supervision 

• Appoint a responsible adult to oversee the activity at all times and ensure supervisors 
have DBS checks. 

• Establish and enforce strict limits on the number of children allowed on the equipment 
at one time based on its size and design. 

• Separate play sessions for different age groups and sizes to reduce the risk of collisions 
and injuries. 

• Clearly communicate and enforce rules such as no somersaults or rough play. 

• Have a clear emergency plan in place, including first aid supplies and knowledge of 
nearby medical facilities. 

• Provide training for supervisors on proper monitoring techniques, safety protocols, and 
emergency response procedures. 

Weather Conditions 

• Monitor weather forecasts and have contingency plans for adverse weather. 

• Ensure the site is safe and accessible. 

• Anchor and secure the inflatable to prevent it from tipping over or shifting. 



  

 
 

• Avoid using inflatables in adverse weather conditions such as high winds, rain, or 
extreme heat. 

Location 

• Ensure the location of inflatables is safe and away from trees, overhanging branches, 
walls, fencing, car parks, areas of water, and wildlife. 

• Site bouncy castles and inflatable paly equipment on flat ground. 

• Check the area before installation and provide appropriate supervision. 

• Follow all the mitigations referred to in this assessment. 

• Ensure proper handover and familiarisation is given to supervisors if hiring the 
equipment. 

These practices aim to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all participants at events involving 
bouncy castles and inflatables.  

If you have any further questions or need additional information, feel free to contact the team  
safety@theus.org.uk  

 

mailto:safety@theus.org.uk

