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 A checklist of Safe Working Practices can be found at the foot of this assessment   
    

Location / Activities Assessment 

Date:    28/04/2025 Assessed by: 
Belinda Shulman 

Description: 
Fireworks Event 

Assessment No: Fireworks 
Review Date:  April-2027 
or earlier if significant changes  

Ref: 
What has the potential to cause 

harm (hazard)? 

Who or what 
may be 

affected? 

Record any preventative and 
protective measures already in 
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ri

ty
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to remove or reduce risk? 

Responsible Person to sign-off. 

Revised Risk 

S L R 

 

Key: S = Severity L = Likelihood S x L = R:                               R = Residual Risk Rating or Priority 
 5 – Fatality 5 – Certain 1 – 4 Low Priority. Action required to reduce risk. Time effort & cost proportionate to risk. 
 4 – Major Injury 4 – Very Likely 5-10 Medium Priority. Action required soon to control. Interim measures may be required. 
 3 – Up to three days injury 3 – Likely 11–16 High Priority. Urgent action required. Further resources may be needed. 
 2 – Minor Injury (treatment off site) 2 – May happen 17–25 Very High Priority. Immediate action required. Extra resources likely to be required. 
 1 – Minor Injury (treatment on-site) 1 - Unlikely Page 1 of 8 

 

Introduction: The use of fireworks in the UK is governed by strict 
regulations to ensure public safety and minimise risks. Key legislation 
includes the Fireworks Regulations 2004, which restricts the sale and 
use of fireworks to specific times of the year, and the Pyrotechnic 
Articles (Safety) Regulations 2015, which mandates safety standards  

for fireworks as consumer products. These laws categorise fireworks 
based on their hazard levels and intended use, ensuring that only 
trained professionals handle high-risk fireworks. Compliance with 
these regulations is essential for organising safe and lawful firework 
displays. 

01 Firework misuse 
Burns, injuries, fires 
 

Employees, 
volunteers, 
participants 
vulnerable 
people, 
children  
 

Restrict fireworks to trained 
personnel.  
 
Use safety equipment (e.g., 
gloves, eye protection). 

4 3 12 H Conduct safety information 
sessions prior to the event. 

3 2 6 
M 

 

02 Improper storage or 
disposal of fireworks /  Dud 
or misfired fireworks 
Explosion, fire 
 
Residual explosion  

All as above Wait sufficient time before 
approaching misfired 
fireworks. Have responsible 
personnel manage disposal. 

5 2 10 M Store fireworks in a cool, dry 
location, away from children 
and flammable materials.  
 

1 4 4 
L 
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03 Safeguarding  
Young or vulnerable people 
attending without competent 
adult supervision.  

All as above All staff / volunteers 
responsible for children must 
have a valid United 
Synagogue enhanced DBS 
certificate and ideally have 
completed safeguarding 
training. 
 
Ensure compliance with 
recommended child-adult 
ratios for the specific age 
group. 

5 4 20 V
H 

For further mitigations 
contact 
safeguarding@theus.org.uk 
for guidance 
 

 

2 2 4 
L 

04 Proximity to spectators /  
Crowd control issues 
Accidental injury from 
fireworks debris 
 
Overcrowding, injuries, panic 

All as above Establish safe distance zones 
(e.g., a minimum 25m 
spectator distance) and 
install barriers to prevent 
spectators from entering 
restricted areas 

3 3 9 M Deploy stewards to manage 
crowd behaviour and ensure 
safe evacuation routes. 
 

3 2 6 
M 

mailto:safeguarding@theus.org.uk
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Develop and communicate 
an emergency evacuation 
plan. 

05 Proximity to power 
lines/buildings 
Property damage, fire hazards 

All as above A safe distance from 
buildings, power lines, and 
other structures is generally 
15 to 25 metres 
 

5 2 10 M Survey the launch site during 
daylight hours to identify any 
potential obstructions 

4 1 4 
L 

06 Weather conditions (e.g., 
wind) 
Firework trajectory issues, 
debris hazards 

All as above Monitor weather forecasts, 
postpone the event in high 
wind conditions, and adjust 
the firing angle for safety. 

3 4 12 H Have a contingency plan in 
place in case of adverse 
weather. 

2 2 4 
L 

07 Fire risk 
Fires in surrounding areas or 
property damage 

All as above 1. Ensure the launch site is 
clear of overhanging 
branches, low roofs, dry 
grass, waste or other 
flammable material.  

5 3 15 H 2. Have fire extinguishers, 
buckets of water and sand on 
hand.  

3 2 6 
M 
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08 Noise impact /  
Environmental pollution 
Distress to animals, disruption 
to residents 
 
Environmental damage   
Littering 

All as above Notify residents in advance, 
schedule fireworks during 
appropriate hours  
 
Consider using low-noise 
fireworks to minimise 
disturbance. 

3 4 12 H Avoid setting up events near 
known wildlife habitats or 
conservation areas. 
 
Provide designated waste 
collection points. Ensure 
thorough post-event cleanup. 
 
Use biodegradable fireworks 
if available. 

2 2 4 
L 

09 Lack of first aid facilities 
Delayed treatment for injuries 

All as above Provide first aid kits and have 
trained first aiders on site 

4 2 8 M  3 1 3 
L 

10 Trip and Fall Hazards  
Injuries from tripping over 
equipment, loose cables or 
uneven ground.  

All as above Clear the area around the site 
of any obstacles  
 

2 2 4 L Ensure any cables are 
covered and secured 

1 2 2 
L 
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11 Legal and Regulatory Non-
Compliance 
Fines imposed for breaches of 
firework regulations or safety 
standards. 

All as above Ensure you have all 
necessary permission / 
permits from local 
authorities  
 

3 1 3 L Permits should be arranged 
well in advance of the event  
 

2 1 2 
L 

12 
 
i 

 

Other factors to consider at 
larger capacity events: 
Security 
 
 
 

All as above Deploy trained security 
personnel to manage crowds 
and deter unauthorised 
access.  
 
Contact CST or other security 
company. 

4 2 8 M Ensure emergency protocols 
are in place. 

3 1 3 
L 
 

ii Car Parking All as above Designate parking areas 
away from firework launch 
zones.  
 
Ensure clear signage and 
lighting.  

3 2 6 M Provide accessible parking 
spaces and emergency 
access routes. 

3 1 3 
L 
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Assign marshals to guide 
traffic flow. 

iii Toilet Facilities All as above Ensure adequate facilities, 
including accessible toilets.  
 
Maintain cleanliness. 

2 2 4 L Monitor usage and restock 
supplies as needed. 

2 1 2 
L 
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Safe Working Practices Checklist for Fireworks Events 
 
Introduction 
Ensuring safety at communal bonfire events requires careful planning, adherence to 
regulations, and clear operational protocols. This document outlines the Safe 
Working Practices necessary to protect attendees, staff, and property while 
maintaining compliance with relevant UK firework and event safety laws. By following 
these procedures, organisers can minimise risks, manage hazards effectively, and 
promote a secure and enjoyable environment for all participants. 
 
General Precautions 

 Ensure compliance with UK firework regulations (Fireworks Regulations 2004, 
Pyrotechnic Articles (Safety) Regulations 2015). 

 Only trained personnel should handle fireworks, using appropriate PPE 
(gloves, eye protection, suitable footwear). 

 Maintain secure storage of fireworks, ensuring they are kept dry and away 
from other flammable materials. 

 
Site and Crowd Management 

 Establish a minimum safe distance for spectators (e.g., 25m) and use barriers 
to prevent unauthorised access. 

 Assign stewards to monitor crowd behaviour and manage evacuation routes. 
 Ensure clear signage for parking areas and accessible emergency exits. 

 
Safety During Firework Handling 

 Fireworks should be lit by designated professionals, using appropriate launch 
setups. 

 Misfired fireworks must be approached only after sufficient waiting time and 
handled by responsible personnel. 

 Fire extinguishers, water buckets, and sand should be available at multiple 
points on-site. 

 
Weather and Environmental Considerations 

 Monitor weather forecasts; be prepared to postpone the event in case of 
adverse conditions such as high winds. 

 Use biodegradable fireworks where possible and conduct thorough post-
event cleanup. 

 Minimise noise impact by notifying local residents and avoiding events near 
wildlife habitats. 

 
First Aid and Emergency Preparedness 

 Ensure trained first aiders are present and first aid kits are well stocked. 
 Establish a visible first aid station for quick access. 
 Security personnel should be briefed on emergency protocols. 
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Legal and Compliance Measures 

 Obtain necessary permits and permissions from local authorities well in 
advance. 

 Conduct site inspections for hazards such as power lines and uneven terrain. 
 Ensure location is sited away from overhanging branches, low roofs, piles of 

dry grass or waste and other flammable materials. 
 Ensure all personnel responsible for child supervision hold the appropriate 

DBS certification. 
 
These practices aim to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all participants at events 
involving fireworks. 
 
If you have any further questions or need additional information, feel free to contact 
the team on safety@theus.org.uk 
 
 
 
  

safety@theus.org.uk

