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Introduction 

This risk assessment has been conducted to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all individuals participating in Chanukah celebrations, 
whether in synagogues, at home, or community settings. In 
accordance with current UK legislation, including the Health and 
Safety at Work Act 1974 and the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 
2005, it is essential to manage candle lighting, cooking and festive 
activities responsibly to prevent harm to people and property. 

This document identifies the key risks associated with Chanukah 
practices such as lighting the Chanukia and preparing traditional 
foods, evaluates their severity and likelihood, and outlines control 
measures to mitigate these risks effectively. By adhering to legal 

 

requirements and implementing the recommended safety protocols, 
we aim to create a secure and joyful environment for all participants. 

This assessment serves as a guide for organisers, youth professionals 
and community members to understand the potential hazards and the 
steps necessary to minimise them. Through proactive planning, clear 
communication, and vigilant supervision, we can ensure a safe and 
incident-free Chanukah. 

Children attending without their parents must be supervised in 
accordance with United Synagogue Safeguarding Procedures. For 
guidance, please contact safeguarding@theus.org.uk  

01 Fire Spread 
Uncontrolled fire from candles 
or oil leading to property 

Employees, 
volunteers, 
children, 
pets 

 - Place Chanukia on firm, 
level, fire-resistant surface 

5 2 10 M - Use fire-resistant mats 3 1 3 
L 

mailto:safeguarding@theus.org.uk
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damage, injuries, or fatalities 
 

- Keep away from flammable 
items, such as curtains or 
blinds 
- Ensure Chanukia is placed 
on a firm, level base 
- Never leave Chanukiot 
unattended 
 

02 Burns and Injuries 
Burns from hot oil, candles, 
cracked glass holders or falling 
flame 

All as above - Supervise children at all 
times 
- Avoid walking with lit tapers 
 

4 2 8 M - Have a damp cloth on hand 
to smother flames quickly in 
case of emergency 

3 1 3 
L 

L 

03 Smoke Inhalation 
Respiratory issues from candle 
smoke or cooking fumes 

All as above - Ensure kitchens and 
temporary cooking areas are 
well ventilated 

3 2 6 M - Test smoke detectors 
(where provided) before 
Chanukah begins  

2 1 2 
L 



  General H&S Risk Assessment 
 

   

 A checklist of Safe Working Practices can be found at the foot of this assessment   
Location / Activities Assessment 

Date:     
10-11-2025 

Assessed by: 
 Belinda Shulman 

Description: 
Chanukah – Candle Lighting / 
Cooking 

Assessment No:   
Review Date:  November 2026 
or earlier if significant changes  

Ref: 
What has the potential to cause 

harm (hazard)? 

Who or what 
may be 

affected? 

Record any preventative and 
protective measures already in 

place and / or recommend actions. 
S L R 

P
ri

o
ri

ty
 

What further action could be taken 
to remove or reduce risk? 

Responsible Person to sign-off. 

Revised Risk 

S L R 

 

Key: S = Severity L = Likelihood S x L = R:                               R = Residual Risk Rating or Priority 
 5 – Fatality 5 – Certain 1 – 4 Low Priority. Action required to reduce risk. Time effort & cost proportionate to risk. 
 4 – Major Injury 4 – Very Likely 5-10 Medium Priority. Action required soon to control. Interim measures may be required. 
 3 – Up to three days injury 3 – Likely 11–16 High Priority. Urgent action required. Further resources may be needed. 
 2 – Minor Injury (treatment off site) 2 – May happen 17–25 Very High Priority. Immediate action required. Extra resources likely to be required. 
 1 – Minor Injury (treatment on-site) 1 - Unlikely Page 3 of 6 

 

04 Unsafe Chanukiot 
Decorative or craft Chanukiot 
may melt, ignite or tip over 

All as above - Safety check craft 
Chanukiot carefully before 
use - avoid plastic or 
unstable designs 

3 2 6 M - If a Chanukia is for display 
only, clearly mark it as “Not 
for lighting” to avoid 
confusion 

2 1 2 
L 

05 Candle Reach Injuries 
Children leaning over lit 
candles to light their Chanukia 
may suffer burns from flames 
or hot wax or accidentally 
knock over other lit Chanukiot. 

Children, 
vulnerable 
people 
 

- Place your child’s Chanukia 
within easy reach to avoid 
leaning over others 
-  Use lower surfaces for 
children’s Chanukiot 
 

4 2 8 M - Light one Chanukia at a time 
to reduce jostling 
- Educate children on safe 
lighting techniques 

2 1 2 
L 

06 Cooking Hazards 
Fire from hot oil, burns from 
pans, slipping on oil spils. 

All as above 1. -  Use rear hob burners and 
keep handles turned inwards 
to reduce the risk of 
accidental knocks or burns 

2. - Turn off heat if leaving 
cooking unattended 

4 2 8 M -  Never use water on oil fires 
use a wet tea towel or fire 
blanket 
- Use thermostatically 
controlled fryers, where 
available 
 

2  1 2 
L 
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07 Trip and Fall Hazards 
Injuries from cluttered 
surfaces or unstable setups 

All as above 3. -  Clean up spills immediately 
to prevent slip hazards 
- Keep area around Chanukia 
and cooker clear 

3 1 3 L - Children should be 
supervised to prevent larking 
around in the vicinity of lit 
candles 

2 1 2 
L 

08 Inadequate Emergency 
Response 
Delayed aid or confusion 
during incidents 

All as above - Ensure emergency contact 
details are readily accessible  
 

2 2 4 L - Have first aid box to hand 
 

1 1 1 
L 

09 Safeguarding 
Young or vulnerable people 
attending without competent 
supervision 

Children, 
vulnerable 
people 

- All staff / volunteers 
responsible for children must 
have a valid United 
Synagogue enhanced DBS 
certificate and ideally have 
completed safeguarding 
training. 
- Ensure compliance with 
recommended child-adult 
ratios for the specific age 
group. 

    - Contact 
safeguarding@theus.org.uk 
for further guidance 
 

   

mailto:safeguarding@theus.org.uk
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Safe Working Practices for Chanukah 

Introduction 

This checklist outlines essential safe working practices for Chanukah activities in 
communal and domestic settings. It supports the Risk Assessment by translating key 
hazards into practical actions. From candle lighting and cooking to safeguarding and 
emergency response, these practices aim to ensure the safety and well-being of all 
participants. By following these guidelines, organisers and families can enjoy a joyful 
and incident-free Chanukah. 

 
Candle Lighting Safety 

 Place Chanukiot on firm, level, fire-resistant surfaces away from curtains, 
books, and paper 

 Never leave a lit Chanukia unattended 
 Avoid placing Chanukiot on plastic trestle tables or unstable surfaces 
 Use fire-resistant mats to protect furniture and flooring 
 Ensure candles, wicks, and oil holders are securely seated 
 Be cautious with glass oil holders — they may crack or tip when hot 
 Keep a damp cloth nearby to smother flames quickly if needed 
 Clearly label decorative Chanukiot as “Not for lighting” if unsafe for use 
 Keep the area around Chanukia clear of clutter and ensure adequate lighting 

 
Child Safety and Supervision 

 Supervise children at all times when lighting candles 
 Place children’s Chanukiot within easy reach to avoid leaning over other 

flames 
 Use lower surfaces for children’s Chanukiot 
 Light one Chanukia at a time to reduce crowding 
 Educate children on safe lighting techniques 
 Supervise children to prevent larking around near lit candles 

 
Cooking Safety 

 Use rear hob burners and turn pot handles inward to prevent accidental 
knocks 

 Keep children away from cooking areas — consider a 1-metre safety zone 
 Use thermostatically controlled deep-fat fryers to prevent overheating 
 Keep tea towels, clothing, and electrical leads away from the hob 
 Turn off or reduce heat if cooking is left unattended 
 Never use water on oil fires — use a wet tea towel or fire blanket 
 Ensure kitchens and cooking areas are well ventilated 

 
Emergency Preparedness 

 Ensure emergency contact numbers are clearly displayed and accessible 
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 Keep a first aid kit on hand and ensure responsible adults know its location 
 Teach STOP, DROP, COVER, and ROLL in case clothing catches fire 
 Cool burns with running water for 20 minutes and cover with cling film 
 Call 999 or Hatzolah for emergency assistance 
 Ensure all responsible adults know the full site address and postcode 
 Check for phone signal in advance 
 Test smoke detectors before Chanukah begins 

 
Safeguarding: 

 All staff/volunteers responsible for children must have a valid United 
Synagogue enhanced DBS certificate and ideally have completed 
safeguarding training. 

 Ensure compliance with recommended child-adult ratios for specific age 
group 

 
These practices aim to ensure the safety and enjoyment of all participants at 
Chanukah events. 
 
See https://theus.org.uk/news/health-safety-policy-and-risk-assessments/ for Risk 
Assessments for other related events.  
  
If you have any further questions or need additional information, feel free to contact 
the team on safety@theus.org.uk  

https://theus.org.uk/news/health-safety-policy-and-risk-assessments/
mailto:safety@theus.org.uk

